Two-column printout of Trados translations – macros
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Printout_macro.bas is a set of concatenated macros for creating two-column printouts of translations for easier proofreading (source to the left, target to the right). Any tables will be transformed into “straight” text, since the functions used in the macros can’t handle tables within tables.
Installation

As with all .bas documents, you open the MS Visual Basic window (Alt + F11), open File > Import file and import the file in question.

If you want to assign shortcuts to the macros, here’s how (in case you do not remember):

Open Word’s Tools > Customize dialog. Click the Keyboard button. In the Categories list, click Macros. Select the macro in the list to the right. Enter the shortcut in the Press new shortcut key box, then click Assign then Close and Close again.

If you don’t use shortcuts, here’s how to run a macro:

Open the macro window (Alt + F8), go to the macro and click the Run button.
Prerequisite

The text colours must be the ones that you get when you – before you start the translation – use the default setting in Workbench (Options > Translated Text Colours; the Suggestion button). Of course you can always change the macro contents to suit your colour preferences, but all source text, and all target text, must each have the same colour.
Necessary document preparation

1. Rename the document, so that you still have the translation document intact.
2. To be on the safe side: Make sure that the document is in .DOC format. (Some combinations of Windows and Word versions strangely do not allow the final paste if the document is in .RTF format.)
3. Close all other documents.

4. Suggestion: If you want to make the reading of the document easier at this stage, use search & replace to delete superfluous paragraph characters (i.e. all empty rows).
5. Another suggestion: To save space and avoid cluttering, delete all images.
6. Make sure that all source text is in the Trados default blue colour; the target text likewise in the default green/dark green colour. (Why do you need to check, if you have used the appropriate settings? Because it very often happens that the source text nevertheless is black. Blame Trados.) 
7. Make any other preparations that make the reading of the proof easier – e.g. delete large amounts of rows of only figures and any other swaths of text that you know you don’t need to check.

Procedure

1. Run Printout_macro.

2. Mark the whole table and make necessary format changes. (Personally, I normally change the font to Times New Roman, size to 11 points, make all paragraphs left-justified, no space before or after paragraph, and single line spacing.

3. Make the border lines non visible/visible according to preference.
4. Print the document.

Once you have made the printout, the two files created – the printout file and the unnamed file containing only a column of target text – are no longer of any use.
Known issues

This macro runs fine on my PC (Win98, WinXP, Word 97 and Word XP/2002), but on the laptop (with the same W98 and the same Word XP) it doesn’t manage the change of document windows. Could happen to you, too. (If anyone can find out what the problem is, please tell me.)

Also, in Word 97 on my computer, if there are a large number of tables in the document, the machine tends to run out of memory when the tables are transformed into text!

When the target text is copied into the final document, all sorts of format changes sometimes happen; I have no idea why. But it is easily corrected.
Emergency stop of a running macro

If this or any other macro should start going in circles, i.e. continue running without stopping, you can normally effect an emergency stop with Ctrl+Pause and then clicking the Cancel button in the dialog that opens.
Good luck!
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